A guide to Medline

What is Medline?

Medline is a database that lists over 11 million international journal articles related to
clinical medicine published from 1966 to the present. Medline is produced by the U.S.
National Library of Medicine.

What can | do with it?

You can use this database to identify articles from a variety of disciplines including
internal medicine, general medicine, primary care, family medicine, and general
practice. Some nursing and dentistry articles are also included.

How do | get to it?
To get to Medline:

1) Go to www.shirp.ca

2) Click on the “Search for articles on your topic” link under the heading “Find an
Article”

3) Scroll down the page until you see “Medline” in the alphabetical list

4) Click on the heading above the description

5) If you are accessing this database from outside a health region facility, you may
be asked to log in if you have not done so already.

Saskatchewan Health Information Resources Partnership
www.shirp.ca



The main search screen for Medline is made up of:

1) Search History: keeps track of what you've looked for and how many results you got.

2) Search Box

3) “Map Term to Subject Heading”: when this box is checked the database will automatically look for the

subject that best fits your term.

4) Limits: allow you to limit your results to items that fit specific criteria. More limits are available by clicking on

“Additional Limits”.

v Search History (0searches) {Click to close)

Wiew Sawed
— |
r % a |Searches 1 I Results Search Type Actions
Remowe Selected | Save Selected | | Combine selectons with: And | Or |
earch History
Ovid MEDLINE(R) 1950 to July Week 2 2009
Search

Basic Search | Find Citation | Search Tools | Search Fields | Advan

earch | Multi-Field Search

@ Enter K & Keyword © Author © Title © Jowrnal 2
e
5" for . X
- ¥ Map Term to Subject Heading =
* Limits (Click to close)
[~ Abstracts [~ Enelish Language I~ Full Text
I~ Review Articles I~ Humans I~ Core Clinical Journals {AlM)
I~ Latest Update
Publication Year I j I j
Additional Limits | Edit Limits |

This example illustrates searching MEDLINE to find information on administering flu shots to children
with asthma. It is usually a good idea to look for different concepts one at a time, and link them later on
using the Search History. Type flu shots in the search box. Make sure the “Map Term to Subject Heading”

box is checked, then click the “Search” button.
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A list of subjects will come up that could be a match for your term. Check the boxes beside the terms
that best fit what you are looking for and click on “Continue”. If there are no suitable terms, check the

box for “Search as Keyword” at the bottom of the list.

“Explode” allows you to search for more specific terms as well as the term you chose. For example, a

more specific term related to “Aged” would be “Frail Elderly”.

Mapping Display

Your term mapped to the following Subject Headings:

Click on a subject heading to view more general and more specific terms within the tree.
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You have the option to choose subheadings if you want to focus on a particular aspect of that term.
Subheadings can be useful, but be cautious about choosing a subheading as this can narrow your
search too much. In this case we will not choose a subheading. Click on “Continue” to finish searching

for that term.
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The results of the search are listed in the search history.
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Repeat this process for the next term, asthma.
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To combine the two terms for your search, check off the searches you want to combine and click on the
“And” button. When you use AND your final results will only list articles that fit both requirements: they are

about influenza vaccines AND asthma.
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To limit the results to articles that deal with children, click on the “Additional Limits” button in the green

shaded area below the search history.
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“Additional Limits” allows you to limit your results to articles that meet specific criteria, such as language,
publication date, age group, and publication type.

Make sure the search you want to limit is selected from the list at the top of the screen. Then choose your
limits by clicking on the options presented in the lists below. If you want to select more than one limit from the
same list, hold down the “Ctrl” key on your keyboard as you make your selections. For this question we will
limit to “All child (0-18 years)” and “English”.

Click on “Limit a Search” to continue.
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The results of the limited search are listed in the Search History. Scroll down or click on “Display” to see the
results.
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Scroll through the list to see which articles interest you. If there is an “Ovid Full Text” link, or a “PDF Full
Text” link, click on it to read the whole article. If there is no full text link available, click on the yellow “Find it!”
button to find out if we have a subscription to the journal.
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When you click on the “Find it!” button, a new window will open, If we have a subscription to the journal, you
will see a message saying that full text is available. Click on one of the links to bring up the article (use the
notes about the dates available to determine which is the best link to select).
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Title: Influenza vaccination in adults with asthma: safety of an inactivated trivalent influenza vaccine.
Source: The Journal of asthma [0277-0903] Kmiecik yr:2007 vol:44 is5:10 pg:817 -22

P Full text available @Scohost Biomedical Reference Collection: Comprehensive

Available from 2001
Most recent 1 year(s) not available
Note:Coverage may be incomplete.

*  Full text available via EBSCOhost Health Source NursingAcademic Edition

Available from 2001
Maost recent 1 vear(s) not available

»  Full text available via EBSCOhost MEDLINE with Full Text

Available from 2001
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»  Full text available via EBSCOhost Psychology and Behavioral Sciences Collection

Available from 2001
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In this case, we get the record for the article. Click on the PDF Full Text link to bring up the article.
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Title: Influenza vaccination in adults with asthma: safety of an inactivated
trivalent influenza vaccine.

| 5 | citat

Author(s): Kmiecik T; Arnoux S; Kobryn A;
Gorski P Images
Author’s Address: Department of Pneumonology
and Allergology, Medical -
University, Lodz, Poland. = ﬂ

Source: The Journal Of Asthma: Official
Journal Of The Association For
The Care Of Asthma [J Asthma]

2007 Dec; Vel. 44 (10), pp. 817- -
22.
[T

If we do not have a subscription to the journal you need, clicking on the “Find it!” button will bring up a
new window with a link to request the article. Click on the link to get to an online request form.
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Cost effectiveness of an inpatient influenza immunization assessment and delivery program for
children with asthma.
Source: Journal of hospital medicine [1553-5592] Teufel yr:2008 vol:3 iss:2 pg:134 -41

Title:

< P Reguest Gocumen@:cal Document Delivery System

@ 2009 SFX by Ex Libris Inc.



The information about the article will automatically be entered in the form. Fill in your information and
click on the “Send Request” button to place your request. A paper copy of the article will be obtained
and mailed to you.

M shirp

¢ health information just a click away!

In order to complete the request, please enter the required fields
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